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The  Elegance of the Hedgehog 

Muriel Barbery 
 
 

Sales Points: 
 

 The French publishing phenomenon of 2007 – from an 
initial print run of 4,000, sales of over one million in 
hardback. 

 UK hardback sales 10,000 

 Translation rights sold to 34 countries 

 Cited in Paris Match magazine in ‘highlights of 2007’ along 
with the i-phone and facebook 

 Winner of the prestigious 2007 French booksellers award 
 
 

The Author: 

 

Muriel Barbery teaches philosophy.  
L'Elegance du herisson is her second novel. The Gourmet, her first 

novel will be published by Gallic Books in September 2009. 

 

 

Praise for The Elegance of the Hedgehog: 
 

‘Resistance is futile...you might as well buy it before someone 

recommends it for your book group. It’s charm will make you say 

yes’ The Guardian 
 

‘Clever, informative and moving... this is an admirable novel 
which deserves as wide a readership here as it had in France.’ 
The Observer 
 

‘...the novel wins over its fans with a life-affirming message, a 
generous portion of heart and Barbery's frequently wicked sense 
of humor’ Time Magazine 
 

‘A book of great charm and grace.’ The Metro 
 

‘...the book’s attractive , Amélie-esque, Parisian setting and cast  of 
eccentrics will appeal to many...’ Sunday Telegraph 

‘...reveals itself as a version of the Cinderella fairytale...’ 
Financial Times 
 

‘This breathtakingly singular novel...is totally French yet 
completely universal’ Good Housekeeping 
 
 

‘A dream of a book, destined to be a classic.’ Scott Pack 

 


