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Monsieur de Montespan
Jean Teulé

(translated by Alison Anderson)

The Marquis de Montespan and his new wife, Athénais, are a
true love-match - a rarity amongst the nobility of seventeenth-
century France.

But love is not enough to maintain their hedonistic lifestyle, and
the couple soon face huge debts. When Madame de
Montespan is offered the chance to become lady-in-waiting to
the Queen at Versailles, she seizes this opportunity to turn
their fortunes round.

Too late, Montespan discovers that his ravishing wife has
caught the eye of King Louis XIV. As everyone congratulates
him on his new status of cuckold by royal appointment, the
Marquis is broken-hearted. He vows to wreak revenge on the
monarch and win back his adored Marquise.

With this extraordinary novel, Jean Teulé has restored a
ridiculed figure from history to the rightful position of hero, by
telling the hilarious, bawdy and touching story of a good man
who loved too well and dared challenge the absolute power of
the Sun King himself.

The Author:

Jean Teulé lives in Marais with his companion, the French
film actress Miou-Miou. An illustrator, flmmaker and
television presenter, he is also the prize winning author of
ten books.

Praise for Monsieur de Montespan:
‘Teulé recreates with gusto the bizarre social mores of the
nobility at that time: appalling, dirty and wicked...” L’Express

‘Jean Teulé reveals the very particular skills of a nobleman
who sets out on a quest to contest the legitimacy of the divine
right of kings long before the Revolution... An exhilarating
novel.” Figaro Littéraire

‘An unrestrained, nightmarish, hilarious, and moving portrait of
the Grand Siécle’s underside’ Elle

‘Dazzling’ Le Point
‘A magnificent novel’ Paris Match
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